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SUBJECT: REPATRIATION OF KOREANS ON SAKHALIN 
REF: SEOUL 3867 

1. DESPITE JAPANESE PRESS REPORTS ( REFTEL), KNRC VICE 
PRESIDENT YI BUM- SUK HAS INFORMED US THAT SO FAR NO 
INFORMATION HAS BEEN RECEIVED FROM JAPANESE RED CROSS ON 
REPATRIATION OF KOREANS FROM SAKHALIN. YI HAS REQUESTED 
THAT MOFA APPROACH JAPANESE IN EFFORT TO CONFIRM PRESS 
STORIES ON REPORTED RUSSIAN WILLINGNESS TO REPATRIATE 
KOREAN RESIDENTS ON SAKHALIN. 

2. YI SAID HE IS PARTICULARLY PUZZLED BY JAPANESE PRESS 
REPORTS SINCE MATTER WAS NOT BROUGHT UP WITH HIM BY 
JAPANESE RED CROSS OFFICIALS DURING HIS MEETINGS WITH 
THEM LAST WEEK DURING YI 1 S STOPOVER IN TOKYO ON RETURN 
FROM EUROPEAN VISIT. 
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